still occupies the foremost place in the mind of most investigators of this disease.
Whatever place this theory occupies in the mind of those who are seeking to determine by the aid of laboratory methods the exact role of uric acid or its allies, it must be admitted that the theory has been abandoned by many clinicians of wide experience in the disease.
Dr
Goodhart, in an address on Acidity, published in the Lancet in 1900, writes as follows: "For myself, I cannot but think that had it not been for our eagerness to get hold of something to ' treat,' the uric acid theory that is dominant at the present day would never have become the fetish that it has." My object in this paper is to submit facts gained from research which strongly support this teaching of clinical experience as to the minor role of uric acid in the production of gout.
My investigations were commenced in 1898, and with a bias strongly in favour of uric acid.
As the research developed, however, the defects of this theory became more and more apparent.
I am now convinced that the general adoption of the uric acid theory has been attended by two unfortunate results.
In the first place, the prominence given to this theory has unduly narrowed the field of inquiry relative to the disease ; and in the second place it has obscured the significance of the facts actually observed.
The grounds for these two statements will be shortly stated. These can, perhaps, best be submitted in the form of an epitome of the steps which have led me to abandon the view that uric acid is an important etiological factor in the disease. Table I .). Six observations were made2 (see Table / II.). 
